of 20th P. N. 1. On 'May 20th, Matadeen Singh, sepoy, aged 30, of slight habit, sought relief for posterior dislocation of the left knee-joint at the 13 liN. I. hospital. Previous to this he was absent from his regiment on sick leave, granted him to recruit his health after a severe attack of rheumatism, from which he had suffered during the previous winter; when going on leave the left knee was stiff, swollen, and not entirely free from pain, and he states that, shortly after reaching his home, he recovered sufficiently to move about with a stick, as the joint became free from pain. After a short time the swollen condition of the joint gradually subsided, the knee at the same time becoming flexed, till about the middle of April the swelling of the joint had completely disappeared, and the limb assumed the appearance it presented on coming under my notice.
The angle of flexion of the leg upon the thigh was about 120?. The tibia had been drawn back till its head lay posterior to the condyles, while the patella was drawn down till its articulating surfaces lay in contact with the inferior surface of the condyles. Beneath Commencing about one inch and a half above the inner condyle, the incision was brought down to the inferior border of the condyle, then, anteriorly, transversely across to the outer condyle, then directly upwards to a point corresponding to the origin of the incision. The flap thus formed, and which included the patella, there was no difficulty in throwing back, though on account of the displacement of the patella, its ligament, was placed inferiorly and posteriorly. On flexing the limb which could now readily be done on account of having previously ruptured the false ligaments, the remaining attachments were divided, and the bones cleared for the saw. Both condyles had altogether lost their cartilage, and were deeply eAded, more especially on their inferior and posterior surfaces. The articulating surfaces of the tibia were also completely deprived of cartilage, and the erosion was most strongly marked on the outer side where there were two irregular excavations, each about a quarter of an inch in depth. The patella was also much eroded, its outer articulating surface having undergone most disorganization, and it was in consequence determined to remove it. By sawing from behind forwards, a portion of the condyles wa3 removed, and then the head of the tibia. Even now the tibia could not be brought forward, '-so much had it been drawn upwards by the contraction and subsequent shrinking of the muscles." A second slice was taken off the condyles, but on trying coaptation of the sawn surfaces, it was found that the saw which apparently had been directed at right angles to the longitudinal axis of the femur, had, on account of the obliquity of the bone, been directed slightly upwards, so that when the leg was properly extended, there was a slight interval between the bones in front. To remedy this a thin wedgeshaped piece was removed from the condyles posteriorly, and the operation was completed. It may be seen from the above history (the reduction of most voluminous notes) how frequently hopes were disappointed, pus ceasing only to be again produced in greater quantity, and abscesses disappearing only to be replaced by others ; the thermometer was a valuable aid. indicating concealed mischief, for when all looked well, the elevation of the temperature aroused suspicion, and gave warning of the inflammatory changes taking place. The operation of itself is simple in the extreme, and need riot deter the merest tyro in surgery, for I am aware of no major operation which requires less manual dexterity; but the after-treatment requires the most constant and scrupulous attention, and where such cannot be given, one should be slow to operate. As the hospital was within one hundred yards of my bungalow, the case recorded was seen nearly four times a day. There was much difficulty in dieting the patient on account of religious prejudices and his sordid habits, for though I freely supplemented his resources, I was grieved to find he insisted on saving a trifle every day.
